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Section 1: Introduction 
 
The purpose of the American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act Elementary and Secondary School 
Emergency Relief (ESSER) III Fund is to help safely reopen and sustain the safe operation of 
schools and address the impacts of COVID-19 on the nation’s students by addressing students’ 
academic, social, emotional, and mental health needs. This plan describes how Hanover 
County Public Schools will maintain the health and safety of students, educators, and other 
school and division staff during and following the return to full in-person instruction. Questions 
about this plan should be directed to Jennifer Greif. 
 
Section 2: Maintaining Health and Safety 
 
Hanover County Public Schools has taken and will continue to take actions to ensure the health 
and safety of students, educators, and other school and division staff during and following the 
return to full in-person instruction. A description of actions already taken and additional actions 
planned is below. 
 
The wellbeing of students, faculty, and staff is the top priority for Hanover County Public 
Schools. We are committed to the health and safety of our community and have been successful 
in our efforts to maintain in-person learning for both the 2020-21 and 2021-22 school years due 
to the vigilance of our students and staff. 
 
We are utilizing various COVID-19 mitigation strategies to make this possible, including the 
following: 
 
- Regular reinforcement of measures that help to support and promote health and hygiene, such 
as staying home when sick, social distancing to the greatest extent possible, and frequent 
handwashing. 
- Requiring isolation for those who test positive for COVID-19. 
- Frequently cleaning our buildings, bathrooms, buses, and high-touch surfaces. 
- Routinely checking our ventilation systems to ensure they are functioning properly. Each of our 
HVAC units have, at a minimum, MERV 10 filters and several air handlers have double filters, 
where possible. 
- Hand sanitizing stations and supplies for classrooms and common areas. 
- Disposable lunch trays and utensils, as well as touchless payment in our cafeterias. 
 
For more information on contact tracing, quarantines, and isolation, please visit this webpage. 
Please also visit this webpage for more information on face masks. 
 
Additionally, we believe in keeping our community informed about health concerns and related 

http://hcps.us/events/c_o_v_i_d-19_news/change_in_quarantine_and_isolation_guidance
http://hcps.us/events/c_o_v_i_d-19_news/face_masks_for_the_2021-22_school_year


decisions connected to our schools. Our 2021-22 COVID-19 Dashboard is updated every 
Friday by 5 p.m. during the school year, notwithstanding scheduled holidays or other days when 
the school division is closed on Fridays. 
 
If you have any questions related to COVID-19, please feel free to contact the Chickahominy 
Health District Coronavirus Hotline during regular business hours (Monday through Friday, 8 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.) at 804-365-3240. For questions related to our COVID-19 mitigation strategies, 
please email info@hcps.us. 
 
 
In addition, Hanover County Public Schools has adopted policies considering the safety 
recommendations established by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Each of 
the following strategies have been implemented and real time updates are provided on our 
webpage at the links below: 

• Face Masks 
o  http://hcps.us/events/c_o_v_i_d-19_news/face_masks_for_the_2021-

22_school_year 
 

• Mitigation Strategies 
o : http://hcps.us/events/c_o_v_i_d-19_news/2021-22_c_o_v_i_d-

19_mitigation_strategies 
 

• Contact tracing  
o http://hcps.us/events/c_o_v_i_d-

19_news/change_in_quarantine_and_isolation_guidance 
 

• Diagnostic and screening testing 
o Questions relating to diagnosis and testing should be directed to the 

Chickahominy Health District Coronavirus Hotline during regular business hours 
(Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.) at 804-365-3240 
 

• Vaccinations to school communities 
o All past and current vaccination events will be announced via our 

communications systems as well as posted at the following link: 
http://hcps.us/events/c_o_v_i_d-19_news 
 

• Parents can discuss appropriate accommodations for children with disabilities with 
respect to health and safety policies by working through our Special Education 
Department or parental choice of enrollment in the Hanover Online School 

• Hanover County Public Schools has worked exhaustively with the Chickahominy Health 
District throughout the pandemic.  

 
Section 3: Continuity of Services 
 
Hanover County Public Schools has taken and will continue to take actions to ensure continuity 
of services, including but not limited to services to address students’ academic needs and 
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http://hcps.us/events/c_o_v_i_d-19_news


students’ and staff social, emotional, mental health, and other needs. The details of how our 
academic plan will look for each school year is linked below: 

• 2021-2022 School Year: 
o https://go.boarddocs.com/vsba/hcpsva/Board.nsf/files/C2XGPW44D3DB/$file/20

21-2022%20School%20Year%2005112021.pdf 
• 2020-2021 School Year: 

o http://hcps.us/events/c_o_v_i_d-19_news/return_to_learn_plan 
 
 
Section 4: Opportunity for Public Comment 
 
In developing the ARP ESSER Plan, Hanover County Public Schools sought public input and 
took such input into account as described below. Input was received during numerous school 
board meetings and through surveys for the 2020-2021 and 2021-2022 school years where both 
in person and virtual learning environments were provided. Our website details all 
communications from the pandemic at the following link http://hcps.us/events/c_o_v_i_d-
19_news 
 
Section 5: Periodic Review and Revision of Plan 
 
During the period of the ARP ESSER award (until September 2023), Hanover County Public 
Schools will periodically review and, as needed, revise its plan for the safe return to in-person 
instruction and continuity of services. The plan will be reviewed at least every six months, and 
Hanover County Public Schools will seek and consider public input during the review process. 
Plan revisions will consider CDC guidance on safely reopening schools, if any are issued. 
 
Section 6: Making the Plan Available to the Public 
 
Hanover County Public Schools has taken the following steps to make this plan available to the 
public: 

• The plan is posted at  http://hcps.us/about_us/return_to_learn 
• The plan may be orally translated for parents. Contact Amanda Six at asix@hcps.us to 

request translation; and 
• Upon request, a parent who is an individual with a disability as defined by the ADA may 

be provided with the plan in an alternative format accessible by contacting Hanover 
County Public Schools at 804-365-4500 
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